Chapter VII
THE BREAK
" Une centre-revolution ne doit pas etre une revolution contraire mais le con-
traire (Tune revolution."l
WHEN Helene Massalska, now Countess Potocka, returned
to Paris in 1806, after twenty years* absence, she entered
upon a new world. She was struck by the complete
change which had been brought about in French Society.
New customs prevailed everywhere, the very hours for
meals and for entertainments being adapted to those
English fashions which had now taken a hold upon Society.
" On the morning after her arrival, Helene went out to
visit Paris. She found that, although the traces of the
Revolution had been in some measure effaced, enough
remained for her to be able to judge of the horrors through
which the capital had passed. The words ' hotel * and
* palace' were now replaced by some such phrase as
* Maison ci-devant Bourbon * orc Maison ci-devant Conde/
The streets which of old had been known by Saints' names
now bore those of patriots or of one of the philosophers in
vogue.   The vehicles standing for hire at the street corner
were the private carriages that had been confiscated from
the nobles.   Books, richly bound and stamped with the
armorial bearings of ancient families, were piled up in the
little second-hand shops which then, as now, lined the
river-side, and in the windows might be also seen magni-
ficent portraits,  stolen in like manner from princely
houses. . . .
" Of these houses a very large number were closed.
Others were let out as flats or lodgings, with a shop newly
opened on the ground floor. The escutcheons had been
1 Joseph de Maistre.
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